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tions, obliged us to give hostages, and acted as conquerors,
though as conquerors of moderation.

In this war the Americans distinguished themselves
in a manner unknown and unexpected. The New English
raised an army, and, under the command of Pepperel, took
cape Breton, with the assistance of the fleet. This is the
most important fortress in America. We pleased our-
selves so much with the acquisition, that we could not
think of restoring it; and, among the arguments used to
inflame the people against Charles Stuart, it was very
clamorously urged, that if he gained the kingdom, he
would give cape Breton back to the French.

The French, however, had a more easy expedient to re-
gain cape Breton, than by exalting Charles Stuart to the
English throne. They took, in their turn, fort St. George,
and had our East India company wholly in their power,
whom they restored, at the peace, to their former posses-
sions, that they may continue to export our silver.

Cape Breton, therefore, was restored, and the French
were reestablished in America, with equal power and
greater spirit, having lost nothing by the war, which they
had before gained.

To the general reputation of their arms,, and that habi-
tual superiority which they derive from it, they owe their
power in America, rather than to any real strength or cir-
cumstances of advantage. Their numbers are yet not
great; their trade, though daily improved, is not very ex-
tensive ; their country is barren; their fortresses, though
numerous,, are weak, and rather shelters from wild beasts,
or savage nations, than places built for defence against
bombs or cannons. Cape Breton has been found not to
be impregnable; nor, if we consider the state of the places
possessed by the two nations in America, is there any reason
upon which the French should have presumed to molest us,
but that they thought our spirit so broken, that we durst
not resist them; and in this opinion our long forbearance
easily confirmed them.

We forgot, or rather avoided to think, that what we de-